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A Pilot Study toward Clarifying the Real Conditions of

the Russian Military Households under the Petrine Reforms

TANAKA Yoshihide

Abstract

In the early modern Eurasian world, in the context of buildup of the territorial frame of each state, military
conflicts between the political forces and risks of such clashes increased. Consequently, the military households,
that is, the persons or the families who contributed to national interests by their militarily special skills, acquired
more significance. As some of these military households raised their social statuses through their activities on
the battlefields, and exerted certain influence over government policies, it seems to be necessary to clarify their
real conditions also for more profoundly understanding the mechanisms for appointing the elite to various state
organs and the power structures in the early modern countries. For a future comparative study, this paper
attempts to present the composition of the 18th-century Russian military households under the Petrine reforms
and the trends of their career patterns, particularly those of the 48 army generals as of the beginning of 1722. At
that time, over 30 percent of these generals were non-Russians, partly because of the military reforms since the
17th century to Europeanize the Russian army. Between them and the Russian households, a certain difference
can be seen as to their commitment to central or local administration, their possession of the private residences
in St. Petersburg, the newly established Russian capital, and so on. However, as there were variations among
individuals, in order to investigate more concretely and thoroughly we must accumulate their personal data, such

as the estates granted to them and their relationships by blood and marriage with the other elite.

Key words : the 18th Century, Russia, Military Household, Nobility, Non-Russians
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