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Practical wisdom for teachers of deaf children with multiple disabilities

. Interview with teachers with over 20 years experience in school for the deaf

Matsuzaki Jo

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify how teachers of deaf children with multiple disabilities develop practical
wisdom. The interview participants is three teachers in school for the deaf with over 20 years of experience in
teaching such children. Data obtained from interviews were analyzed using a qualitative data analysis method.
The analysis generated eight categories: Isolated and helpless on education for deaf children with multiple
disabilities; Protracted structural problems; Forming collegiality among teachers; Considering career education
for deaf children with multiple disabilities in collaboration with their families; Accumulating practical wisdom
on communication; On-site training conducted by experts; Qualitative improvements in communication with
deaf children having multiple disabilities; and Transforming training and educational environment based on
collegiality. From the relationship between these categories, these findings indicate how to develop practical
wisdom for the future education of deaf children with multiple disabilities and how to improve conditions for

supporting practical wisdom.

Key words : School for the deaf, deaf children with multiple disabilities, teacher,

communication, practical wisdom
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