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Proposing a new model for the preservation and use of the natural environment in urban
settings and the practice of ESD (Education for Sustainable Development) that promotes
local community participation and responsibility

MUNAKATA Arimune, SETTAI Naoko and HARADA Eiji

Abstract

In the past, the population within the inner central cities of the local region (i.e. Tohoku region) has been
supplemented considerably from surrounding smaller cities. However, in recent years the population of these
cities, such as Sendai City, began to decrease. To sustain the inner city population, local countermeasures are
highly desired more than ever. This study proposes a new model for the inner central cities of the local region
with emphasis placed on the sustainable use of Hirose River running through central Sendai. In particular, this
proposal promotes the participation of local “people” to practice both conservation and use of the “urban natural
environment” . Utilizing the locally available resources and people from the inner cities, this model can
effectively promote the preservation of the natural environment. As result, the members who sponsor these
activities are empowered with their role in the maintenance of the natural environment within the inner cities.
A similar series of activities are promoted in a predecessor model called ESD (Education for Sustainable

Development) from the Sendai City.
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