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Development of Educational Manual Alphabet Mold
for Children with Deafblindness to Learn Fingerspelling

MIZUTANI Yoshinari, HATAKEYAMA Mio, SUGAI Hiroyuki

Abstract

Person with deafblindness can usually have communication by neither the voice nor the sign language

using hand with its movement. However, they can appreciate the shape of the hand by touching for the

communication using manual alphabets. Tactile fingerspelling is useful for their communication. Finger

characters without movement can be recognized by touching partner's hand, but learning of relation between

the meaning and the form of those characters is difficult. Therefore, we have developed manual alphabet molds

for children with deafblindness to learn fingerspelling. The light molds which were easy to handle were useful

for the children to imitate the shape of finger character delivered.
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