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How to Teach the Democratic Process of Turning
“Conflict” into “Consensus.”

. A Political Study on “Conflict and Consensus” and “Efficiency and Fairness”

in Junior High School Social Studies.

ISHIDA Masaki

This paper examines junior high school civics textbooks from a political science perspective to clarify how to
teach democracy in schools. To accomplish this, I focus on the units of “Conflict and Consensus™ and “Efficiency
and Fairness’ in civics textbooks to explore their educational significance and examine issues familiar to students
from the perspective of democracy. Additionally, I discuss their limitations by describing how the definition of
“efficiency” does not address the issue of time in consensus building, as well as how the definition of “fairness”
does not address the issue of its pluralism. By studying the examples in the civics textbooks from a political

science perspective, I endeavor to bridge the gap between civic education and political science and show how

this subject can unite “citizenship education.”

Key words : democracy, civic education, citizenship education, efficiency and fairness
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