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Stylistic study of a Japanese translation “The little match girl” (1)

ENDO Hitoshi and MIYATA Kaho

Abstract

This paper focuses on the expressions and style of “The little match girl” which has been popular since the Meiji
era (1868-1912), especially on the end of sentences, and traces the process of changing from written language to
spoken language, and from a “story for reading” to a “story to tell. As a result, it was found that the translated
text in “desu-masu style” was completed around the time of the publication of the Iwanami Shonen Bunko in the
late 1945s, and has been familiar to people until today. It was also found that the modern colloquialization of the

translated text took place more than 20 years earlier than the standardization of the spoken language.

Key words : stylistic study, storytelling, sentence-final expressions, des-mas style, de arimas style
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