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A Study on Painting Expression Utilizing Photographs

ABIKO Fumihira

Abstract

This practical study is based on the curriculum subject “zuko” (drawing and manual arts) run for a total of
14 years from 2007 to 2021, and theorizes on part of that subject, the module “Painting expression utilizing
photographs,” paying particular attention to the conduct of lessons, and the resulting outcomes.

According to previous studies, the meaning of the phrase “utilization of photographs” lies in the new use of the
medium of photography as a methodology for thematic expression. In that its aim is acquisition of a reproduction
technology, this implementation of thematic material differs fundamentally from these previous studies. Moreover,
room was left for students who reached a certain level of skill to move to the next phase of carrying out their
own, autonomous thematic expression. This could be described as unique.

This thematic expression practice involved two classes of 49 and 45 students respectively, and was conducted
over two years, 2020 and 2021. Further scholarly evidence can likely be sought in the fact that analysis was

conducted using artistic concepts around the method of depiction. Thus the educational effect was verified.

Key words : curriculum subject “zuko” (drawing and manual arts),
thematic expression,
reproduction technology,
scholarly evidence,

artistic concepts around the method of depiction
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