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Creation of public areas in the classroom’s multi-layered

conversation floor

KANETA Yuko

Abstract

With the aim of realizing collaborative learning, many classes have been implemented that incorporate activities
for learning in pairs and groups. These classes create a multilayered mode of participation with a large
conversation floor throughout the classroom and small conversation floors with group members. However, if
the participation structure is a hierarchical structure in which small conversation floors are subordinate to the
main conversation floor, student participation in learning is restricted, contrary to the active participation in
group activities. In this paper, we focus on the relationship of topics in each conversation floor and describe the
characteristics of the participation structure on which multiple small conversation floors form the basis of topic
generation and exploration. We also reveals the role that teachers take the lead in changing hierarchy through
revoicing and supporting students to listen to each other. When a shift in the hierarchy of conversation floors
occurs, a multi-layered conversation floor emerges as a public sphere that does not eliminate the discovery and

questions of all participants.

Key words : participation structure, conversation floor, revoicing, listening
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