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Web Application of Braille Typing Exercise in Special Needs Education

Teacher Training for Blind

TAKEI Masumi, MIZUTANTI Yoshinari and DOI Kouki

Abstract

In a Special Needs Education (especially for visually impaired) Teacher Program Course of university, the
students need to learn Braille. At that time, we set three goals to get some abilities: (1) writing Braille with
standard slate, (2) understanding of Braille notation rules, and (3) reading Braille rapidly. And, it is necessary
to prompt with useful material. Furthermore, in a school for the blind, it is highly necessary to use a Perkins
Brailler to prepare teaching materials that include Braille sentences, so it is necessary to acquire Braille typing
skills. Therefore, we developed a 6-key typing practice material that imitated a Perkins Brailler as a Web
material and used it for learning. With this learning method, we were able to improve our basic skills in a shorter

period of time than the conventional method of writing Braille or writing Braille with slate.

Key words : special needs education for visually impaired, Braille, Perkins Brailler,
learning application on Web
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