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On the aporetic structure of hope

KAWASAKI Soichi

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the aporetic structure of hope.

Hope becomes an expectation when it is possible to perceive a certain degree of certainty about realization of
its object. Thus, for hope to remain hope, it must be fundamentally uncertain. However, if there is no certainty at
all about its realization, hope cannot be hope any more.

If hope is such a thing, then the closer the possibility of the realization of the object approaches impossibility,
the more its character as hope will stand out. Such a structure is isomorphic to the aporetic structure that
Derrida described for gift. If gift is recognized as gift, it becomes an exchange and ceases to be gift, just as if the
realization of the object of hope becomes certain, it ceases to be hope and becomes expectation. In other words,

hope has an aporetic structure in the sense that it contains within itself its impossibility of not being fulfilled.

Key words : Hope, Aporia, Faith, The messianic
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