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Lo v, ZLTHOBETHIEFEEENLLD
E 7 FHIOIT30E RICER L SN o ) —
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ZHLT) — FEBBRTOENMA, W B HE
IZEoTwzor, L) biFgilicswCid, 74
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Ia—/ 7 AF - fERIER & L BB R MG L

720 PRIFLAFEES K UHE L ko v 7 - ML 2 (1768

~ 17744F) 129 L T B Y (Hopmyeanscruil, Pynos,
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The Social Function of the Baltic Germans as the Military Households
in 18th-Century Russia

TANAKA Yoshihide

Abstract

As the territory of the Russian state has changed significantly, especially since the late 17th century, its
"military households" have no uniform origin. In order to confirm the diversity of such military households in
Russia, this paper analyzes the elites of the Baltic regions annexed by the Russian Empire in 1721, commonly
known as Baltic Germans, and attempts to elucidate the relationship between them and the Russian Empire in
the 18th century by showing their overall tendency and investigating the specific activities of individual officers.
The political and social conditions of the traditionally autonomous region did not change even after it became
Russian territory, and partly because it was not compulsory to work in Russia, there were still many families
and individuals who maintained ties especially to the Kingdom of Sweden, their former ruler. Therefore, at least
in the 18th century, the Baltic Germans who chose to serve Russia seem to have lacked ethnic group character.
However, some individual Baltic German elites rapidly rose in status due in part to their affiliation with the
Imperial Guard Regiments, and made a significant contribution to the development of the Russian Empire
while often taking advantage of their ties with Sweden or other countries. In addition, as Russia's international
presence increased over time, the number of Baltic Germans, using predecessors in the family as a foothold to

enter the Russian army and government, also showed an increasing trend.

Key words : the 18th Century, Russia, Military Household, Nobility, Baltic Germans
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