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Teaching music on themes shared with other academic subjects in
Junior High School

Report on music classes dealing with Ainu music and culture

OSHIO Satomi and ITABASHI Kaoru

Abstract

This article reports on cross-curricular music classes in Ainu culture at Miyagi University of Education Junior
High School in 2019 and 2020 and includes musicological considerations on cross-curricular music teaching. In
the first year, music classes dealing with Ainu culture were paired with moral education classes, and, in the
second year, with social studies. In their post-class essays, students sought to understand the cultural and social
background of the music learned — the most important aspect of learning diverse musics from around the world.
Cross-curricular lessons are an effective means for such instruction. However, in order to accomplish this type
of teaching, it is necessary that teachers have a broad knowledge of music and a wide-ranging interest. The
education of students at teacher training colleges requires classes that also alert students to the relationship

between insights they have acquired in various subjects up to high school.

Key words : Junior High School Music Classes, Cross-curricular Lessons, Ainu Culture,

Moral Education Classes, Social Studies Classes
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