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A Basic Study on The Residence in Local Villages of Feudal Retainers of

Sendai Han

HOTTA Yukiyoshi

Abstract

Clarifying where vassals of feudal lords lived is an essential and fundamental task in the discussion on the
issue of the separation of farmers and samurai, which is one of the elements characterizing early modern society.
In order to thoroughly consider where they lived, it is necessary to look into (1) whether they lived in castle
towns or local villages, (2) which district of the castle town they lived in, and (3) which area of the village they
lived in. In previous studies on Sendai Han, research on (2) has been relatively advanced, but when it comes to (1)
and (3), even clan policies have not been properly organized. Therefore, in order to clarify the places of residence
of the feudal retainers of Sendai Han, this paper organizes the basic matters that would be related to the issue of
their residence in the local village, and concretely traces the flow in which they left the Sendai castle town and

continued to live in villages, relating to the Sendai clan's policies.

Key words : Sendai Han, feudal retainer, castle town, local village, residence
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