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On formation of subject through practices of p4c

* KAWASAKI Soichi

Abstract:

The purpose of this paper is to clarify that the main purpose and significance of practicing p4c in schools
lie in formation of subject through practices of p4c.

G. Biesta criticizes the educational use of philosophy that assumes as its goal making children more critical
and reflective subjects with autonomy, and he expressed concern that p4c has this aspect as well.

M. Lipman, the founder of P4C, considered P4C an “educational program" to “help children become
more thoughtful, reflective, considerate, and rational human beings", with a particular emphasis on “critical
thinking", but if P4C/p4c is such, it cannot escape the criticism of Biesta.

In contrast, the “Intellectual Safety" that p4c Hawai'i emphasizes concerning “Communities of Inquiry”,
in which participants respect and accept each other, enables the realization of “care" in its original sense,
which is different from what Lipman calls “caring thinking", and is very effective in fostering a sense of
security and self-assurance in the children who are the participants in p4c. The “Intellectual Safety" also
serves as a basis for the participants to have their own opinions in dialogue and allows each participant to

become a subject having its own “voice".

Key Words : P4AC / p4c, Community of Inquiry, Dialogue, Intellectual Safety, Care

* Department of School Subject Content Education, Division of Humanities and Social Sciences, Philosophy






