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Content Necessary for Enabling Social Life and Self-Support in Students

with Severe Orthopedic Impairments

Insights from a Survey of Parents

* KODAMA Shoko

Abstract:

The purpose of this study was to examine the career education content provided in Japanese special needs
schools, focusing on preparing students with severe orthopedic impairments for life after graduation. A
questionnaire survey was conducted among eight parents of children with severe orthopedic impairments.
The interview results were subjected to category analysis, revealing aspects of life at daycare facilities.
One notable category was “challenges in communicating with staff.” To address this issue, parents hope
that while attending special needs schools, their children will acquire the ability to enjoy communication
by “engaging in extensive interpersonal interactions” and “developing self-expression skills.” The findings
suggest that gaining experience in interaction helps students adapt to new environments and establish
stable relationships. Schools should employ support tools specifically designed for students with special
needs. Considering parents’ expectations for the “sharing of information regarding post-graduation support
resources, ” it is crucial to offer opportunities, from an early stage, for collaboration between parents and the

organizations their children might engage with in the future.

Key Words : Severe and multiple disabilities, orthopedic impairments, career education,

self-support, transition support
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