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Functions of the 18th-Century Russian Cadet Corps in Training

the Non-Russian Military Households

* TANAKA Yoshihide

Abstract:

This paper attempts to elucidate the role played by the Russian Cadet Corps established in 1731 in
integrating the elites in the Baltic coastal areas, which became newly Russian territory as a result of the
Northern War (1700-21), commonly known as the Baltic-Germans, as military households of the Russian
Empire. This Corps was intended to grant exclusive admission qualifications to the nobility and to develop
them into the human resources necessary for the Russian Empire through the teaching of both military
and non-military subjects. From the beginning, a certain number of admission quotas (about 20% of the
total) were set for the Baltic-Germans. Analysis of the personal information of those students (Cadets)
who were admitted to this school in 1732-41 shows that the above-mentioned principles (especially, the
admission of the certain number of the Baltic Germans) were really put into practice, and that the Baltic-
German nobility also seems to have tried to strategically use the Corps, for example, by enrolling multiple
Cadets from the same family. The role of these Cadets both in individually entering the Russian official
spheres after graduation, and supporting other relatives in their rapid promotion, could only be presented
as a limited hypothesis due to constraints of the historical materials used in this paper, but it seems quite
possible. Hereafter, it is necessary to gather more information on the Baltic-German military households and
to investigate more specific themes, such as the reasons why they tended to be appointed by the Russian

imperial government to their hometowns especially after the last quarter of the 18th century.

Key Words : the 18th Century, Russia, Baltic-Germans, Military Households, Cadet Corps
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