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Asuka and Nara Period Chinese Poetry , its Current Research Status

NAKATANI Kentaro

Abstract:

Japanese literature of the Asuka to Nara periods can be broadly categorized into Japanese texts and Chinese
texts which are both written in Chinese characters and divided into prose and verse, respectively. The verse
includes Japanese poetry (Waka) and Chinese poetry (Kanshi). Waka appear in the Manyoshii, Kojiki, Nihon-
shoki, and some other historical materials. Most Waka are handed down by manuscripts, causing spelling
inconsistencies. However, some Waka remain as they were written at the time.

On the other hand, Kanshi are in literary works such as Kaiftiso and historical materials. In particular,
Kaiftiso contains over 120 Kanshi from the Asuka to Nara periods. Kanshi can also be found on wooden tablets,
archives of the Shosoin, or epigraphs. However, since Kanshi are less studied compared to Waka, there are
many unknown aspects.

This paper provides an overview of the history and current state of research on Kanshi from the Asuka to
Nara periods and discusses the direction of future research. It first organizes and criticizes previous research
on Kanshi in Kaiftiso6 and historical materials from the Asuka to Nara periods. It then argues that although the
research on Kanshi lags behind that of other literary works of the same period such as the Manyoshd, steady
progress is being made. Finally, it discusses the importance of exploring Kanshi in the context of international
relations in East Asia for developing an understanding of Kanshi studies, and for examining the uniqueness of

Japanese Kanshi in the Asuka to Nara periods.

Key Words : early Japanese literature, Chinese literature, Chinese poetry, Kaihtiso
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