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Analysis of Human Society and Environmental Syllabus 2006 Edition in Elementary Education in
New South Wales : Hierarchy of contents based on four fundamental concepts of society

YOSHIDA Tsuyoshi and KANNO Yuka

Abstract

In this research, we analyzed and discussed the content composition of four fundamental concepts of society
in Human Society and Environment Syllabus 2006 edition (HSIE 2006 edition) in New South Wales, Australian
Commonwealth. And it was aimed to obtain suggestions on the content composition of the new elementary Social
Studies in Japan, based on competency.

As a main result, in the description of the HSIE 2006 learning outcome, it was stated from four strands, that is,
four fundamental concepts of society which is a framework of knowledge and understanding. In the description
of the curriculum scope, it is thought that contents are composed of four levels of hierarchy (I : fundamental
concepts, II : lower concept, III : lowest concept, IV : meaning of phenomenon which becomes contents of
learning). Because such features become the framework of the entire curriculum, the HSIE 2006 edition was
considered as a curriculum of content base. As suggestions, we should discuss the hierarchy of contents and the
system of how to accumulate it, and theoretically should discuss the way of mutual complementary relations of

engaging as a function of fundamental concepts of society in contents and method of learning.
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